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Two Poems
Poem #1: Drink, He Said
	The poem Drink, He said, talks about two people who are living in despair. One is urging the other one to drink aged wine. He describes an environment that is beautiful and perfect for relaxation. He incites the other character to drink the wine and sing songs of praise to get rid of their sorrows. Precisely, he wants them to have fun and enjoy life before they die. However, the other character shuts him up and tells him that he has changed his ways and is against their religious beliefs.  
	There are several ideas and types of feelings brought out in the poem. One is the idea of hope. The narrator hopes for a moment in an excellent environment, drinking wine and singing songs of praise. A view of religion is conveyed; he has left his meditation on the law of heaven. It means that he has gone astray from his religious beliefs. However, there is a feeling of sadness when he mentions that they will drink wine to drive away their sorrows. Lastly, there is despair seen in the last stanza in saying how they can not drink wine because they are nothing, detested and despised. 
	Development can be detected in the way the poem changes from the description given in the beginning. It creates an atmosphere of recreation where they can even take wine. However, towards the end of the poem, the narrator is being rebuked for his proposition. It ends with the theme of religion; they believe in and offer sacrifices to God. 
	The poem can be marked as Jewish in the mention of the temple and God's footstool. The Jews are believed to be religious. The poem talks of burning fragrance and slaughtering bulls, just as the Jewish religion did for sacrifices. 
Poem #2: I Quartered the Troops for the Night
	The poem I Quartered the Troops for the Night brings out the idea of insecurity and military wars and their consequences. It describes a fortress that had been destroyed by soldiers a long time ago. The persona is brave and caring; he quartered troops in the fortress for a night. He is also concerned and bothered about the unrecognized people who dwelled in the fortress a long time ago. He asks of what had become of them. Many people had been killed and forgotten. Great places in the fort were turned into tombs. He ends the poem by describing what could happen if the dead could come back to life; they could kill the living. He concludes that he would also do the same. 
	Another idea that I got from the poem is the idea of destruction. Commonly, a fortress is known to be solid and untouchable. However, in this poem, the fort had been destroyed by soldiers a long time ago. There is also the idea of revenge. The persona wondered what the people who dwelled in the fortress could do if they returned to life. He says that they would take the lives of the current fortress dwellers. There is a painful feeling in mentioning the slaves, the mourners, the bereaved, and the women in labor. Lastly, there is a feeling of sadness when he describes what happened to the first dwellers of the fortress before it was destroyed. Magnificent places had been turned into tombs where they are now buried. 
	There is change and development in the poem. The persona switches from describing the night he quartered the troops in the fortress to what happened to the dwellers of the fort and ending with what could follow if they lifted their heads. 
	The poem can be marked as Jewish because it mentions palaces and tombs. The persona says that magnificent palaces had been turned into tombs. Jewish people buried their dead in tombs. 
